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Advent 1             November 28, 29, 30, 2020 
 

 

WORSHIP FOCUS 
Christ comes both to destroy and to save. Get ready! 
 

 

DIVINE SERVICE II 
with Communion 

 

Gathering Rite for Advent 
 

Opening Hymn    (Tune: CW19 O Lord, How Shall I Meet You) 

O Lord, how shall I meet you, 
How welcome you aright? 
Your people long to greet you, 
My hope, my heart’s delight! 
O kindle, Lord, most holy, 
Your lamp within my breast 
To do in spirit lowly 
All that may please you best. 
 

See, Zion casts before you 
Green boughs and fairest palms, 
And I, too, will adore you 
With joyous songs and psalms. 
My heart shall bloom forever 
For you with praises new 
And from your name shall never 
Withhold the honor due. 
 

Invocation 

P: In the name of the Father and of the ☩ Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 
 
Confession Of Sins 
P: Beloved in the Lord: let us draw near with a true heart and confess 

our sins to God our Father, asking him in the name of our Lord 
Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 

C: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful 
and that I have disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and 
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actions. I have done what is evil and failed to do what is 
good. For this I deserve your punishment both now and in 
eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my 
Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner. 

 

I lay in fetters, groaning, 
You come to set me free; 
I stood, my shame bemoaning 
You come to honor me; 
A glory you do give me, 
A treasure safe on high, 
That will not fail or leave me 
As earthly riches fly.  

 
Absolution 
P: God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given 

his only Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as 
a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all 

your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son ☩ and of the 

Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen. 

 

Sin’s debt, that fearful burden, 
Let not your souls distress; 
Your guilt the Lord will pardon 
And cover by his grace. 
He comes, for you procuring 
The peace of sin forgiv’n, 
His children thus securing 
A heritage in heav’n.  

 
Lighting Of The Advent Wreath - Advent 1 
P: We light one Advent candle, remembering Jesus, who is coming 

again. He will come to gather his people from everywhere, both 
the living and the dead. 

C: We remember Jesus, who will come at the end of time. None 
of us know what day that will be. 

P: We hear his call to watch. 
C: We light one Advent candle as a sign of our watchfulness and 

waiting. 
P: Come, Lord Jesus, be our guest. 
C: Through your Word and Spirit may our souls be blessed.  
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He comes to judge the nations, 
A terror to his foes, 
A light of consolations, 
And blessed hope to those 
Who love the Lord’s appearing. 
O glorious Sun, now come, 
Send forth your beams most cheering, 
And guide us safely home. 
 
Prayer of the Day 
P: Let us pray together… 
  

PRAYER of the DAY  (spoken together) 
Stir up your power, O Lord, and come. Protect us by your strength 
and save us from the threatening dangers of our sins; for you live 
and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever.  

 

C:   

 

First Lesson              Isaiah 63:16b, 17: 64:1-8   
16You, the LORD, are our Father. Our Redeemer from everlasting is your 

name. 17Why do you cause us to wander from your ways, LORD? Why do you 
harden our heart so that we do not fear you? Return for the sake of your 
servants, the tribes that are your heritage.  

64:1Oh, that you would rip open the heavens and come down. Mountains 
then would quake because of your presence. 2As fire ignites stubble and as 
fire makes water boil, make your name known to your adversaries. Then 
nations would quake in your presence. 3You did amazing things that we did 
not expect. You came down. Mountains quaked because of your presence. 
4From ancient times no one has heard. No ear understood. No eye has seen 
any god except you, who goes into action for the one who waits for him. 5You 
meet anyone who joyfully practices righteousness, who remembers you by 
walking in your ways! But you were angry because we sinned. We have 
remained in our sins for a long time. Can we still be saved? 

6All of us have become like something unclean, and all our righteous acts 
are like a filthy cloth. All of us have withered like a leaf, and our guilt carries 
us away like the wind. 7There is no one who calls on your name, who rouses 
himself to take hold of you. So you hid your face from us. You made us melt 
by the power of our guilt. 8But now, LORD, you are our Father. We are the 
clay, and you are our potter. All of us are the work of your hand. 
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Psalm 24 (sing refrain, speak verses responsively) 
 
 
 
 
 

 

The earth is the LORD’S, and everything in it,* 
the world, and all who live in it; 

 

for he founded it upon the seas* 
and established it upon the waters. 

 

Who may ascend the hill of the LORD?* 
Who may stand in his holy place? 

 

He who has clean hands and a pure heart,* 
he will receive blessing from God his Savior. 

 

Refrain 
 

Lift up your heads, O you gates; 
be lifted up, you ancient doors,* 
that the King of glory may come in. 

 

Who is this King of glory?* 
The LORD strong and mighty, 
the LORD mighty in battle. 

 

Lift up your heads, O you gates; 
lift them up, you ancient doors,* 
that the King of glory may come in. 

 

Who is he, this King of glory?* 
The LORD Almighty-he is the King of glory. 

 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son* 
and to the Holy Spirit, 

as it was in the beginning,* 
is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

 

Refrain 
 

Refrain Tune: Richard Proulx. © 1986 GIA Publications, Inc., Chicago, IL, www.giamusic.com. 
All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

 



5 

 

Second Lesson                 1 Corinthians 1:3-9 
3Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ!  
4I always thank my God for you because of the grace of God given to you 

in Christ Jesus. 5You were enriched in him in every way, in all your speaking 
and all your knowledge, 6because the testimony about Christ was established 
in you. 7As a result you do not lack any gift as you eagerly wait for the 
revelation of our Lord Jesus Christ. 8He will also keep you strong until the end, 
so that you will be blameless on the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. 9God is 
faithful, who called you into fellowship with his Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.  
 

Verse of the Day 
Alleluia. He who testifies to these things says, “Yes, I am coming 
soon.” Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. Alleluia. (Revelation 22:20) 

 
 
 

Gospel 
P: The Gospel according to St. Mark, chapter 13, verses 32-37. 
C: Glory be to you, O Lord. 
 

 32“No one knows about that day or hour, not even the angels in 
heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. 33Watch! Be alert and pray, 
because you do not know when the time will come. 34It is like a man going 
away on a journey. When he left his home, he put his servants in charge 
and assigned what each one was to do. He also commanded the 
doorkeeper to keep watch. 35Therefore keep watch, because you do not 
know when the owner of the house is coming: whether in the evening, or at 
midnight, or when the rooster crows, or in the early morning. 36If he comes 
suddenly, do not let him find you sleeping. 37What I say to you, I say to 
everyone: Keep watch!” 
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After the Gospel: 
 

P: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C: Praise be to you, O Christ. 
 

Hymn of the Day – 2              Savior of the Nations, Come 

Savior of the nations, come;  
Virgin’s Son, make here your home. 
Marvel now, O heav’n and earth,  
That the Lord chose such a birth. 
 

Not by human flesh and blood,  
By the Spirit of our God 
Was the Word of God made flesh,  
Woman’s offspring, pure and fresh. 
 

Wondrous birth! O wondrous Child  
Of the virgin undefiled, 
Though by all the world disowned,  
Yet to be in heav’n enthroned! 
 

From the Father’s throne he came  
And ascended to the same, 
Captive leading death and hell- 
High the song of triumph swell! 
 

Praise to God the Father sing,  
Praise to God the Son, our King, 
Praise to God the Spirit be  
Ever and eternally. 
 

Text: Ambrose, 340-97, abr.; German version, Martin Luther, 1483-1546, abr.;  
tr. William M. Reynolds, 1812-76, alt. 

 

Sermon             Isaiah 63:16b, 17: 64:1-8   

 
 

 

Come Back, Father! 
We Need You! 

 

Nicene Creed 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, 
seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
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God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one being with the Father. 

Through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, 

was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, 
and became fully human. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. 
He suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the 
Scriptures. 
He ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and 
glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 
Prayer of the Church 
 

For our Visitors:  “May I receive the Lord’s Supper here today?” 

The Lord’s Supper is a priceless medicine for the soul. We do everything we can to 

encourage its proper use. We also recognize from God’s Word (1 Corinthians 

11:23-32) that this medicine is a prescription item.  Used for the wrong reasons by 

someone who does not understand it correctly, receiving the Lord’s Supper can 

actually cause spiritual harm. For that reason we, like the corner druggist, do not 

dispense it over-the-counter. Out of concern for each individual’s spiritual welfare, 

we try to ensure that communion will be properly used by all in accord with our 

Lord’s own will. We ask that if you have not received this sacrament here before, to 

please refrain from communing until you have had an opportunity to talk with one 

of our pastors. If you prefer, there is a non-alcoholic, lighter-color wine available 

in the center of the tray. 

 
The Sacrament 
P: The Lord be with you. 
C:  And also with you. 
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P:  Lift up your hearts. 
C:  We lift them up to the Lord. 
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C:  It is good and right so to do. 
P: It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all 

places give you thanks, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and 
everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord,… 
…who comes with his Father to make his home in human hearts, 
working repentance and faith by his Spirit until he comes again. 
…Therefore with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we 
praise your holy name and join their glorious song: 

 
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY     Sanctus 
      (Tune: CW 279 - O Word of God Incarnate) 
 

 O holy, holy, holy 
Lord God of pow’r and might, 

Your glory, earth and heaven 
In countless ways recite. 

Hosanna! Come and save us, 
Lord God of hosts on high, 

And in your grace and mercy 
Receive our fervent cry. 

 

Hosanna in the highest! 
How truly blest is he 

Who in God’s name is coming 
To set his people free! 

He comes to bring salvation 
And with his blood outpoured, 

Deliver us from bondage— 
Hosanna, mighty Lord! 

 
PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
 

P: Blessed are you, O Lord of heaven and earth. We praise and 
thank you for sending your Son, Jesus Christ, and we remember 
the great acts of love through which he has ransomed us from 
sin, death, and the devil’s power. 

 

By his incarnation, he became one with us. 
By his perfect life, he fulfilled your holy will. 
By his innocent death, he overcame hell. 
By his rising from the grave, he opened heaven. 
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Invited by your grace and instructed by your Word, we approach 
your table with repentant and joyful hearts.  
 

Strengthen us through Christ’s body and blood, and preserve us 
in the true faith until we feast with him and all his ransomed 
people in glory everlasting. 

C: Amen.  
 
Lord’s Prayer 
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For 
thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and 
ever.  Amen. 

 
Words of Institution 
P: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; 

and when he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his 
disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my (+) body, which is 
given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 

 

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, 
“Drink from it, all of you; this is my (+) blood of the new covenant, 
which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, 
whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 

 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C: Amen.  
 

The Distribution 
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Distribution 
 

For our Visitors:  “May I receive the Lord’s Supper here today?” 

The Lord’s Supper is a priceless medicine for the soul.  We do everything we 

can to encourage its proper use.  We also recognize from God’s Word (1 

Corinthians 11:23-32) that this medicine is a prescription item.  Used for 

the wrong reasons by someone who does not understand it correctly, 

receiving the Lord’s Supper can actually cause spiritual harm.  For that 

reason we, like the corner druggist, do not dispense it over-the-counter.  Out 

of concern for each individual’s spiritual welfare, we try to ensure that 

communion will be properly used by all in accord with our Lord’s own will.  

We ask that if you have not received this sacrament here before, to please 

refrain from communing until you have had an opportunity to talk with one 

of our pastors. If you would prefer, there is a non-alcoholic, lighter-color 

wine available in the center of the tray. 

 
Distribution Hymn – 32   When Sinners See Their Lost Condition 
When sinners see their lost condition  
And feel the pressing load of sin 
And Jesus comes on his blest mission  
To heal the sin-sick heart within, 
All grief must flee before his grace,  
And joy divine will take its place. 
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When Jesus enters meek and lowly  
To fill the home with sweetest peace, 
When hearts have felt his blessing holy  
And found from sin complete release, 
Then calm and joy within shall reign,  
And hearts divided love again. 
 

When Jesus enters land and nation  
And changes people with his love, 
When, yielding to his kind persuasion,  
Our hearts his truth and blessing prove, 
Then shall our life on earth be blest;  
The peace of God on us shall rest. 
 

When Jesus comes-O blessed story- 
He works a change in heart and life; 
God’s kingdom comes with pow’r and glory  
To young and old, to man and wife. 
Through sacrament and living Word  
Faith, love, and hope are now conferred. 
 

Oh, may he soon to ev’ry nation  
Find entrance where he is unknown, 
With life and light and free salvation,  
That Satan’s pow’r be overthrown, 
And healing to all hearts may come  
In heathen land and Christian home! 
 

Text: Magnus B. Landstad, 1802-80, abr.; tr. Oluf H. Smeby, 1851-1929, alt. 

 
Song of Simeon     Nunc Dimittis 
      (Tune: CW 131 - All Glory, Laud and Honor) 
 

 O Lord, now let your servant  
Depart in peace, assured: 

 For I have seen your promised 
incarnate, saving Word— 

 A Light that will enlighten  
All gloom where Gentiles dwell; 

 The brilliant, crowning glory  
Of those in Israel! 
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All glory to the Father, 
  All glory to the Son,  
 All glory to the Spirit, 
  Forever three in one; 
 For as in the beginning, 
  Is now, shall ever be, 
 God’s triune name resounding 
  Through all eternity. 
 

P: We give you thanks, O Lord, for the foretaste of the heavenly 
banquet that you have given us to eat and to drink in this 
sacrament. Through this gift you have fed our faith, nourished our 
hope, and strengthened our love. By your Spirit help us to  

 live as your holy people until that day when you will receive us  
 as your guests at the wedding supper of the Lamb, who lives and 

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  
C: Amen. 
 
Blessing 
P: The Lord bless you and keep you.  

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace. 

 
 
 
 

 
*The Scriptures teach that the celebration of the Lord’s Supper connects us intimately with Christ and 

with one another as Christians who are united around a common confession of faith. 

†The Nunc Dimittis (“Now dismiss”) is also known as the “Song of Simeon.” Through God’s Word and 
Sacrament, we have seen Jesus Christ, and like Simeon we find divine peace and comfort through faith in 

the Savior. 

‡The blessing of Aaron has been spoken over God’s people for over 3,500 years. The Lord said, “So they 
will put my name on [them], and I will bless them” (Numbers 6:27). 
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